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Christian Giving 
Revised by AFCU Finance Committee 2012 

Introduction: 
 
The aim of this CROSSFIRE is to discuss the motivation for and the practical methods of giving 
money to Christian work. 
 
Why should I give? 
 
Central to why we should give is our relationship with God; the emphasis again and again in 
scripture is that we belong to Him. Implicit in this is the recognition that all we have, as well as all 
that we are, belongs to God. Therefore, when we move into the area of Christian giving we should 
not think of ourselves as benign benefactors or philanthropists; we are merely allocating portions of 
what already belongs to God to various needs.  
 
What are the Principles of Giving? 
 
There are various general principles of Christian giving: God is a giving God, whom we should 
imitate.  God gave his only Son (John 3:16), and every good gift comes from God (James 1:17).  
God is worthy of our worship, and giving is an act of worship which pleases God (Philippians 4:18). 
In the Bible we are exhorted to give generously; God declares that those who withhold tithes and 
offerings are robbing Him, but promises to pour out blessing on those who tithe (Malachi 3:8-10).  
Jesus said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ (Acts 20:35) and ‘Where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also.’ (Matthew 6:21). In our giving we need to break the power of 
‘mammon’; we cannot serve both God and mammon (Matthew 6:24). We all know that ‘the love of 
money is the root of all evil’ (1 Timothy 6:10).  
 
How much should I give? 
 
Many Christians adopt the Old Testament model of tithing, i.e. giving one-tenth of their income. 
Indeed under the law of Moses, the ‘tithe of the land’ belonged automatically to the Lord (Leviticus 
27:30). Many people still believe that tithing should be the bare minimum of our giving to God. 
However, tithing is not normative in the New Testament, although Peter stated that Jesus paid the 
Temple tribute (Matthew 17:24-25). Whilst Jesus declared that he came to fulfil the Law, not to 
abolish it (Matthew 5:17), many believe that under the New Covenant we should not live under 
legalistic, Pharisaic tithing rules; living under grace exceeds the requirement of the Old Testament 
law. Accordingly, many do not believe that they should impose on themselves a strict tithe but 
should be free to give generously as the Lord leads (2 Corinthians 9:6-7).  ‘God will accept your gift 
on the basis of what you have to give, not on what you have not’ (2 Corinthians 8:12).   However, 
there is a case for establishing a benchmark for our giving, without which we may be guilty of being 
miserly.  
 
The Corinthian Church was encouraged to give in a systematic and properly organised manner; 
good stewardship should be marked by faithfulness (1 Corinthians 4:2), not by random bursts of 
activity. We should also give strategically.  We should ‘sow’ in a thoughtful manner rather than 
‘scatter’ in a haphazard, ineffectual way.   
 
Giving must be sacrificial.  If it does not cost us, then arguably it is not meaningful giving. Our 
motive for giving is our love for God. God will honour our giving, although we do not give to get. 
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When we give, blessing will follow (not necessarily financial blessing). Finally, as Paul encourages 
us: ‘Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.’ (2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 
To whom should I give? 
 
There are many worthwhile causes that we could give to, so it is important to spend some time 
reflecting on what we feel strongly about, and recognising that giving may involve time and prayer 
as well as money. As Christians, our first call will usually be the support of Christian ministry. This 
could include: 
 

a. Your local church. 
 
b. Christian Organisations – There are many such organisations with a wide remit, from 
international relief, social concern to home mission. 
 
c. The AFCU - The Union is financed through member contributions, and a £15 per month 
donation from each member would go a long way to covering the basic costs. 
 
d. Deserving Secular Charities - such as Service Benevolent funds or charities supporting 
emergency services. 

 
How do I give? 
 
There are several ways to give money whereby tax has been, or can be, recovered: 
 

a. Giving Using Gift Aid - If you pay UK income tax, then any gifts to a UK registered charity 
can be made under the Gift Aid scheme. This allows the charity to reclaim tax paid on your 
gift. To set this up you need to sign a Gift Aid Declaration supplied by the charity. 
 
b. Payroll Giving - This arrangement enables donations to be deducted directly from your 
salary through your employer, including the Armed Forces, providing a monthly (gross) 
donation to your selected charity. Further information is available on: 
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/charities/tax/giving/payroll.htm 
 
c. Using a Charity Account - An alternative to giving directly to a charity using Gift Aid is to 
set up an account with organisations such as Stewardship, or the Charities Aid Foundation, 
which receive donations from you, reclaim the tax on your donations (under Gift Aid), add it 
to your account and then distribute gifts to charities under your direction.  
 
d. Setting Up a Personal Trust - It is possible to set up a personal trust, with similar 
objectives to those above, which is administered by the donor. It will probably be necessary 
to employ a solicitor to set up the trust. 
 
e. Making a Legacy - When making a will you may wish to leave one or more gifts to a 
Christian charity of your choice. Gifts made to UK registered charities reduce any liability to 
Inheritance Tax. 

 
How can I support international work? 
 
The AFCU operates a Missionary Fund, which sends donations to a number of missionaries 
connected to the Union. In most cases, these missionaries are ex-service personnel. The AFCU 
also has an International Fund which is used to pay for service men and women from overseas to 
attend AFCU events in this country or to attend military Christian events in other countries. 
 
Suggested further reading: 
 
‘Money Talks’ by Tom Rees 
‘Giving Again’ by David Bubbers 
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‘The Stewardship of Money’ by Fred Mitchell 
‘Giving is good for you’ by Malcolm Widdecombe 
 
Useful Contacts: 
 
Stewardship: http://www.stewardship.org.uk/ 
Charities Aid Foundation: http://www.cafonline.org/ 
Armed Forces Christian Union: http://www.afcu.org.uk/ 
 
 
 


